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and Robert H. Pruyn, which culminated in the ratification of 
the commercial treaty of 1858 by the mikado. 

Throughout we have a view of Japanese politics with interesting 
incidents of diplomacy, showing that the Japanese government 
was always handicapped by the domestic troubles resulting from 
conflicting factions within the empire. 

The work of these '"three worthy representatives of their 
nation" and the return of the Shimonoseki indemnity to Japan 
by the United States in 1883, laid the foundation of the "tradi- 
tional" friendship between America and Japan. M. T. M. 

The United States in the World War. By John Bach McMaster. 
New York, London, D. Appleton and Company, 1918. 
485 pp. 

In this book we see the master hand once again in the use of 
newspaper material and state documents. As in his history 
Professor McMaster here follows a chronological order in present- 
ing his facts. The development of events is traced from the 
beginning of the struggle in Europe to the end of our first year of 
war (1914-1918). Each event is stated in its chronological 
order; the diplomatic negotiations relative to it are given, and 
the sentiment of the people of the countries concerned is shown 
from newspapers and other contemporary writings. Withqut at- 
tempting to prove any thesis, McMaster has yet made it easy to 
trace the gradual change of sentiment in the United States away 
from Germany and in favor of France and England. Pro-German 
propaganda and German intrigue in the United States are dealt 
with at great length as well as the American government's plans 
for counteracting these treacherous acts when found among Ger- 
man agents and German officials. The author presents the 
question of neutral trade and of submarine warfare in an interest- 
ing way by giving first the actual events, then a summary of the 
diplomatic correspondence and the newspaper comments. This 
volume is undoubtedly one of the few really valuable works 
among the many hundreds which have appeared upon the war. 

M. T. M. 

Bolshevism. The Enetny of Political and Industrial Democracy. 
By John Spabgo. Harper and Bros., Publishers. New York 
and London, 1919. 389 pp. 

This book gives a plain and understandable outline of the 
origin, history and meaning of Bolshevism. It is an attempt 



